THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM

It is only within the last century that the Library has attained the
commanding position which it now holds. For this it is indebted
above all to Panizzi in respect of the Printed Books, and to Bond
and Thompson in respect of the Manuscripts. They, more than
anyone else, established the traditions of comprehensiveness on the
one hand, and of conscientious discharge of duty on the other, which
have been maintained by their successors. The story is told in the
pages that follow, and Mr. Esdaile, as a sometime officer in the
Printed Books Department and subsequently engaged as Secretary
in the general administration of the Museum, is well qualified lo tell
it. His work needs no commendation from me; but as I have been
asked to wish it Ciodspecd, I gladly do so, on the day that is at once
my own eightieth birthday and the one hundred and eighty-fourth
of the Museum.

January 75,

NOTE
THE design on the cover of this book represents one of the bronze
lions, designed for the British Museum by Alfred Stevens, which
originally surmounted a low railing in Great Russell Street, and
were later placed inside the Museum.